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Short-Term 

• SMHILE will establish the foundations for a dynamic, sustainable 

organization of international leaders in school mental health that can 

promote sharing of knowledge, effective advocacy, and collaboration 

on research and development. This includes determining structures, 

processes, membership, communication strategies, and a shared 

action agenda. 

Long-Term 

• Using a variety of knowledge exchange platforms, become a global 

resource for leadership in school mental health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creating a Vibrant Global Network to Support Leadership in School Mental Health: 

The School Mental Health International Leadership Exchange 

BACKGROUND 

  

 

• The mission of SMHILE is to: 

–promote effective school mental health internationally by 

bringing together leaders from regions and countries 

across the world to share knowledge 

–co-create dissemination and leadership strategies 

–signal best research, policy, and practice directions for the 

field 

–offer a credible and authoritative international resource on 

topics related to school mental health leadership. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Kathy Short, Ph.D., C.Psych. 

Director, School Mental Health ASSIST 
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CORE DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

VISION 

 

SMHILE will promote student mental health and well-being globally by providing knowledge, resources, and connections to support the work of leaders in school mental health.  
 

GOALS 

MISSION 

 

• There is a growing global literature on school mental health 

as nations work to promote student health and mental 

health in schools (see Weist & Murray, 2007). 

• While there are international pockets of excellence (see 

McDaniel & Weist, 2013), the field may be moved forward 

more systematically through the introduction of a platform 

to formally exchange ideas across countries, and to 

capitalize on synergies and opportunities for collaboration. 

• This poster describes the formation of the School Mental 

Health International Leadership Exchange (SMHILE) 

which aims to promote international collaboration in the 

field of school mental health. 

KEY INITIAL THEMES 

Interdisciplinary and cross-system collaboration 

Family, student and stakeholder involvement 

Mental health literacy and workforce development 

Implementation of evidence-based practices 

Ongoing quality assurance 

Are you leading a school mental health initiative in your 
district, region, or country?   

Do you have knowledge to share?   

Do you have a desire to learn & collaborate across nations?  
 

CONSIDER JOINING SMHILE! 


